2004). Young adults today represent the first full generation of Americans who experienced-as growing children-high rates of marital instability and remarriage of their parents during the so-called divorce revolution and beyond. About 40% of American children who grew up in the 1970s and 1980s experienced the breakup of their parents' marriages (Bumpass, 1984) . Today's young adults also were exposed during childhood to newly emerging alternatives to traditional nuclear family life and were often challenged economically and psychosocially by unstable and sometimes chaotic family living arrangements (Fomby & Cherlin, 2007; Heuveline & Timberlake, 2004; Manning & Lichter, 1996; Raley & Wildsmith, 2004) . Many lived with their cohabiting parents and partners, while still more faced the prospect of splitting their time and emotional energy between two new stepfamilies-including stepparents, stepsiblings, and half siblings-when parents remarried following a divorce (goldscheider & Sassler, 2006; graefe & Lichter, 1999 ).
America's young adults are now forming intimate relationships of their own-dating, cohabiting, and getting married-and many have high hopes for a stable and healthy family life (Manning, Longmore, & giordano, 2007; Thornton & Young-DeMarco, 2001) . Are children of divorce more likely to reproduce the disruptive family experiences of their parents? Or have their childhood experiences sensitized them to the difficulties of finding a compatible partner and made them more cautious but perhaps more successful in finding a lifelong mate? In this article, we examine marriage and relationship data on adult children from the third wave of the National Survey of Families and Households (NSFH), which is linked intergenerationally to the marital histories that their parents reported in earlier waves. Specifically, we address the question of whether young adults who experienced firsthand their parents' divorce and new relationships are less (or more) likely to marry, cohabit, or form steady romantic attachments than those who spent their childhoods living with both biological (or adoptive) parents in traditional married-couple families. We also assess the impact of parental union transitions on young adults' assessments of the quality of their current relationships. Unlike previous studies, we distinguish among various types of postdivorce parental relationships such as cohabitation and remarriage. Our study contributes to a growing body of research on the intergenerational reproduction of marriage and marital quality (Amato & Cheadle, 2005; Teachman, 2002; Webster, Orbuch, & House, 1995) .
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Intergenerational Family Patterns
Compared with other developed nations, divorce rates in the United States are uncommonly high (Martin & Kats, 2003) ; nearly one half of first marriages initiated in the 1990s are expected to end in divorce (Schoen & Standish, 2001) . The implications for children are large. The latest available federal statistics on marriage indicate that 53% of all divorces involve minor children; more than 1 million children are affected each year by the divorce of their parents (see Clarke, 1995; London, 1989) . In addition, most children of divorce experience the remarriages of their parents, which are often preceded by cohabitation. In 2000, 43% of cohabiting unions included coresidential minor children (Lichter & Qian, 2004) . High rates of union dissolution and remarriage in the past have obvious implications for current marriage patterns. Demographic momentum is built into current family patterns through the intergenerational reproduction of divorce and family instability (Amato, 1996; Rogers & Amato, 1997; Teachman, 2002) .
The emerging consensus is that healthy, stable marriages improve family functioning, promote positive developmental outcomes among children, and provide day-to-day examples on which young adults can model their own intimate relationships (Brotherson & Duncan, 2004; Moore et al., 2007) . Children who grow up with both biological parents fare better on average than those whose parents were never married or who divorced and remarried (Moore et al., 2007; Teachman, 2002) . They score higher on measures of psychological adjustment, self-esteem, and academic success (Amato, 2005; Brown, 2006; McLanahan & Sandefur, 1994; Ross & Mirowsky, 1999) , and they are less likely to be involved in precocious adolescent sexual activity or to experience nonmarital teen childbearing (Wu & Martinson, 1993) . They also experience fewer behavioral and academic difficulties than do children from cohabiting or married stepparent families (Brown, 2004 (Brown, , 2006 Manning & Lamb, 2003; Morrison & Ritualo, 2000) . These short-term effects potentially have important long-term ramifications for marriage and family life. One implication seems clear: Young adults whose biological parents divorced, then cohabited, and/or remarried may experience more unstable relationships themselves and be less satisfied with their own intimate relationships.
Indeed, research clearly documents a strong statistical association between having experienced a parental marital disruption during childhood and later union instability during adulthood (Amato, 1996; Cherlin, Kiernan, & ChaseLansdale, 1995; Kiernan, 1992; McLanahan & Sandefur, 1994; Wolfinger, 2000) . Unambiguous interpretations of this statistical association are difficult to make, in part because previous studies rarely measure and evaluate the effects of family processes and transitions in the aftermath of divorce. Most divorced parents (of reproductive age) quickly enter into new postdivorce relationships that lead them back to the altar and into new lives as stepfamilies (goldscheider & Sassler, 2006) . The majority of remarriages today are preceded by cohabitation (Bumpass & Lu, 2000) . In fact, cohabitation rates among the divorced population exceed rates among the never married; cohabitation apparently has become an alternative to traditional marriage, especially among those with nonresidential children (goldscheider & Sassler, 2006; Stewart, 2001; Stewart, Manning, & Smock, 2003) . At the same time, few empirical studies have systematically evaluated whether the kinds of unions parents enter into following marital disruption have divergent effects on children's own relationships and patterns of union formation.
Clearly, not all intimate relationships are equivalent. Recent research suggests that some forms of parental relationships result in more advantageous outcomes for offspring (Aquilino, 1996; Cooksey, 1997; Dunifon & Kowaleski-Jones, 2002; Morrison & Ritualo, 2000) . For example, parental remarriage is associated with more favorable long-term economic and behavioral outcomes for children than is cohabitation (Brown, 2006; Dunifon & Kowaleski-Jones, 2002; Hofferth & Anderson, 2003; Morrison & Ritualo, 2000) , but this may simply reflect the greater economic selectivity of marriage over singlehood or cohabitation (Hofferth & Anderson, 2003) . Even after accounting for economic resources, however, residing in cohabiting families undermines adolescents' school engagement (Brown, 2006) , with potentially important ramifications for later life achievement. Whether the experience of parental cohabitation during childhood can explain patterns of union formation among young adults today, however, requires additional study. One argument is that cohabitation among adult children is less stigmatized or negatively sanctioned by parents who have cohabited (Kapinus, 2005; Thornton, 1991) .
Studies also show that experiencing family disruption often accelerates children's departure from the parental home (goldscheider & goldscheider, 1998) . This may in part account for the bifurcated marriage patterns of children of divorced parents (Wolfinger, 2000) ; the adult children of divorced parents are slightly less likely to marry than those from intact families, but they also are more likely to form unions at either an earlier or later age (Teachman, 2003; Wolfinger, 2003) . Young adults who grew up with divorced parents are also more likely to cohabit or remain single relative to marrying (Clarkberg, 1999; Sassler & goldscheider, 2004; Thornton, 1991) and are more likely to cohabit prior to marriage (Teachman, 2004) . The effects of growing up in a stepfamily, however, often differ by gender. Men who grew up in a stepfamily situation are more likely to replicate their childhood experiences by entering into cohabiting unions with single mothers (goldscheider & Sassler, 2006) , while women who grew up with remarried parents marry earlier. Women also acquire a greater number of risk factors for subsequent union dissolution (such as experiencing a teen birth) than women who grew up in stably married families or those who experienced a parental death (Teachman, 2002 ).
As we have described, previous research on longer term family outcomes has examined mostly intergenerational effects on marriage, cohabitation, or divorce. A small but growing body of research has focused on the intergenerational transmission of marital quality (Frisch & Hviid, 2006; Teachman, 2002) . This research examines how the exposure to poor-quality parental relationships during childhood can shape young adults' own romantic attachments and relationship quality (Teachman, 2003) . For example, young adults who experienced parental conflict and divorce are themselves more likely to report marital problems and express lower satisfaction in their own marriages (Amato, 1996; McLeod, 1991; Ross & Mirowsky, 1999) . The adult children of divorce are more likely than other adults to be in unhappy relationships (Ross & Mirowsky, 1999) . Unfortunately, we know little about the specific pathways or mechanisms that link parental and filial patterns of union formation and quality. Until now, data limitations have prevented researchers from assessing how these childhood experiences have shaped the quality of their own adult relationships.
Current Study
To sum up, our study addresses a straightforward question: How have the family forms experienced during childhood and the increasing array of romantic options shaped young adults' own intimate relationships? We hypothesize that exposure to different family forms has the putative effect of increasing young adults' acceptance of lifestyle alternatives and may subsequently shape their own relationship decision making and the quality of their relationships. We also expect that the impact of relationship instability on young adults' own experiences will be uneven, with young adults who grew up in divorced families being less likely to marry than their counterparts from intact families. But more significantly, we anticipate that young adults whose parents remarried will be more likely to be married themselves, Sassler et al. / Patterns of Union Formation 761 though parental remarriage may also be associated with elevated odds of cohabitation (before marrying). Parental cohabitation, on the other hand, is expected to reduce the likelihood of marriage among their adult offspring, while increasing the likelihood of cohabitation or other types of relationships (e.g., romantically involved but not living together). For those young adults whose parents remained romantically unattached after divorce, we expect that they will also be less likely to form romantic unions-dating, cohabitation, or marriage.
We also assess the intergenerational effects of parental relationships following divorce on the relationship quality of their young adult children. Most studies of transitions to marriage have focused on the effects of contemporaneous social conditions and processes (e.g., Lichter, Qian, & Mellott, 2006; Sassler & goldscheider, 2004 ). Yet current patterns of marriage and cohabitation are also rooted in the past, reflecting learned experiences from childhood. Our guiding hypothesis is that children who grew up with divorced parents who cohabitated or remarried are likely to report lower relationship satisfaction, higher disagreement, and a heightened perception that their own relationships will end, relative to youth who grew up in intact families. Their relationship quality should also reflect the type of unions their parents entered postdivorce. We expect young adults whose parents cohabited to report lower relationship quality than those whose parents remarried or remained single. If our hypotheses are born out, the implication is that family instability has built-in momentum for future instability in America's married population.
The preceding discussion has focused on intergenerational family patterns and relationship quality, that is, linkages between parental and filial generations. Of course, many other risk factors affect the type, timing, and quality of unions formed in early adulthood. Our multivariate models (described in the next section) therefore control for a number of important family background and early adult characteristics: family social class background, young adults' own indicators of adolescent adjustment and maturation, gender, stage in the life course, race, and educational pursuits and attainment. Experiences with divorce have been found to extend to the third generation, which suggests the need to consider parents' own family structures during childhood (Amato & Cheadle, 2005) . Parents with substantial resources, such as education and earnings, may discourage early marriage among their children but facilitate marriage at later ages (Sassler & goldscheider, 2004; Waite & Spitze, 1981) . Youth from more advantaged backgrounds are no more likely to marry than they are to form cohabiting unions, once their current pursuits and life cycle stage are accounted for (Sassler & goldscheider, 2004) . The intergenerational link in family structure may also be reinforced by negative or positive adolescent adjustment. For example, spending time in a singleparent or stepparent family is associated with precocious sexual activity (Cooksey, Mott, & Neubauer, 2002; Upchurch, Levy-Storms, Sucoff, & Aneshensel, 1998) . And early sexual debut may be associated with more sexual partners, a greater likelihood of cohabitation, and relationship instability (Sassler & Kamp Dush, 2007) .
Many other demographic attributes are associated with the timing and stability of nonmarital relationships and marital unions. Men generally marry later than women (Oppenheimer, 1988) , and the proportion of unmarried adults declines with age. It is well established that African Americans are less likely to be married than their White and Hispanic counterparts (Cherlin, 2004; Lichter & Qian, 2004) , although racial difference in cohabitation or in sexually involved but noncoresidential unions are not well understood (Raley, 1996) . Highly educated men and women are more likely to be married, particularly relative to cohabiting (Lichter & Qian, 2004; Sassler & goldscheider, 2004) , whereas enrollment in school apparently reduces the likelihood of marriage. The link between education and cohabitation is mixed. Some studies find that school enrollment reduces the likelihood of cohabiting (Thornton, Axinn, & Teachman, 1995) , whereas others report that young adults in school are significantly more likely to cohabit than they are to marry (Sassler & goldscheider, 2004) . Clearly, any conclusions about the intergenerational reproduction of family patterns must account for many confounding factors that link parental and filial generations (e.g., race).
Data and Method
Intergenerational panel data on union formation and dissolution are required to achieve our objectives. Several previous studies of intergenerational family patterns have been drawn from the Detroit Area Study (Axinn & Thornton, 1992 M. Cunningham & Thornton, 2006) , but a White sample in a single large metropolitan city is not nationally representative. Fortunately, nationally representative data on intergenerational family patterns are now available from responses of the adult children included in the newly released third wave of the NSFH. These data, collected in 2002, provide unusually rich information on early adult relationships and can be linked to previously collected information on parents and children from two earlier waves of the NSFH (collected in 1987-1988 and 1992-1994) . The original NSFH panel consisted of a national probability sample of 13,008 Sassler et al. / Patterns of Union Formation 763 individuals aged 19 and older, plus an oversample of minorities, singleparent families, recently married couples, and cohabiting couples (Sweet, Bumpass, & Call, 1988) . These earlier data waves recorded parents' relationship and marital histories and the quality of their relationships, tracked the changing family living conditions of children, and measured many different aspects of their childhood well-being and adolescent development.
Our analyses are based on reports from children from Wave 1, who at the time of their interviews at Wave 3 were between the ages of 18 and 34. The final sample includes 1,571 children. 2 We focus on two main outcomes for this analysis: the union status of these young adults at Wave 3 and their assessment of their relationship quality (conditional on being in a relationship). We rely on detailed life histories to identify young adults who are currently married, cohabiting, in a steady romantic (but noncoresidential) relationship, or are not currently in a romantic union.
To assess these young adults' relationship quality, we provide a measure of the perceived likelihood of divorce or relationship dissolution and then construct two multi-item scales of relationship quality (i.e., Satisfaction and Conflict). We then explore how parental union transitions shape the relationships of children who are romantically involved at Wave 3. Excluding those not currently in a romantic relationship reduces the sample size for this part of the analysis to 1,087. Our first measure of union quality centers on perceptions that the relationship will end (chance of separating). Respondents are asked, "It is always difficult to predict what will happen in a relationship, but realistically, what do you think the chances are that you and your partner/ spouse will eventually separate/divorce?" Responses range from very low (1) to very high (5). Higher mean values represent a higher perceived chance of the relationship breaking up.
Relationship satisfaction is measured by a summated rating scale from responses to questions about (a) the understanding received from the partner, (b) the love and affection received from the partner, (c) the amount of time spent with the partner, (d) the demands the partner places on the respondent, (e) the way the partner spends money, (f) the sexual relationship, and (g) the work the partner does around the house. Possible responses varied from 1 (very unhappy) to 7 (very happy). When summed, satisfaction scores range from 7 to 49, with higher scores indicating greater relationship satisfaction (Cronbach's α = .77 for married persons, .81 for cohabiters). For those in steady relationships, the questions are limited to satisfaction with understanding, love and affection, time spent with the partner, and the sexual relationship. Scores range from 4 to 28; the internal consistency and reliability of this measure are somewhat lower (α = .68).
The third measure focuses on the assessment of conflict and is limited to those in either cohabiting relationships or marriages. Respondents were asked, "Please tell me how often, if at all, you and your partner have had an OPEN disagreement about each of the following in the past year?" We calculate a summated rating scale from responses (1 = never to 6 = almost every day) to the following potential sources of discord: (a) household tasks, (b) money, (c) spending time together, (d) sex, and (e) in-laws. Scores range from 1 to 28; higher scores indicate more pervasive disagreement (α = .66 for married persons, .76 for cohabiters).
Measuring Childhood Family Structure and Resources
Our primary independent variable of interest-family structure of the young adult while growing up-relies on information about parental relationship histories from Waves 1 and 2. Initially, we examine whether the child's reporting parent remained married between survey waves. For parents who divorced, we determine from their relationship histories (at either Wave 1 if they were divorced at the initial interview or Wave 2 if they divorced between survey waves) whether they subsequently entered another coresidential union. We identify four postdivorce transitions: (a) remarriage, (b) cohabitation followed by remarriage, (c) cohabitation, and (d) remaining single (no coresidential unions). The number of mothers who were never married at the child's birth was too small (n = 66) to adequately assess the statistical relationship between subsequent union transitions and their children's union formation patterns. Previous studies have examined the age at which parental union disruption occurred, whereas others focus on the number of transitions that parents experience in their marital histories (Amato, 1996; Teachman, 2003 Teachman, , 2004 . We focus here on the type of union entered following parental divorce, but data limitations prevent us from measuring the age at which the child experienced the dissolution or subsequent union transitions of the parents.
3 For a small number of parents, information at Wave 2 was affected by sample attrition; 95 of those who were married at Wave 1 and 36 of those who were divorced or widowed were lost to follow-up. Statistical tests, however, revealed no significant differences between the outcomes for children whose parents did not respond between waves and those with data at both time periods. The married parents who experienced sample attrition are therefore assigned to the stably married category, while parents who were divorced at Wave 1 and were subsequently lost to follow-up are grouped with divorced parents who experienced no union transitions between waves.
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Measures of familial resources during childhood include mother's educational attainment, whether the mother's parents had divorced, and maternal employment at Wave 1. 4 Whereas some studies utilize averages of mothers' and fathers' educational levels (e.g., goldscheider & Waite, 1986; Sassler & goldscheider, 2004) , maternal attributes are more robust predictors of children's outcomes, particularly for daughters (Axinn & Thornton, 1992 . For each child, we also include measures of (logged) family income at Wave 1; the number of siblings, both full and half; 5 and nonmetropolitan residence.
To evaluate whether adolescent emotional and psychological well-being mediates the link between parents' and children's union formation, we include three measures from Waves 2 and 3. To measure self-esteem, children were asked in Wave 2 whether they agreed with the following four questions: (a) "I can do just about anything I really set my mind to do"; (b) "I feel that I'm a person of worth, at least on an equal basis with others"; (c) "I am able to do things as well as most other people"; and (d) "On the whole, I am satisfied with myself." Answers ranging from 1 (strongly agree) to 4 (strongly disagree) were summed, with higher scores indicating greater levels of self-esteem (α = .67).
6 A second intervening variableadolescent adjustment-is the response to the following question asked at Wave 2: "Taking all things together, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means really bad and 10 means absolutely perfect, how would you say things are for you these days?" 7 Missing data were assigned the mean scores of children who had experienced similar parental union transitions.
8 A third intervening variable, age at first sex, was ascertained from Wave 3 data. 9 Salient characteristics of the child as an adult are drawn from Wave 3 and include age, race/ethnicity, educational attainment, and school enrollment. We also examine two measures known to influence relationship satisfaction and union dissolution: presence of coresidential children (yes or no) and depression. Depression is measured with 10 items from the Center for Epidemiological Studies Short Depression Scale (CES-D 10; Anresen, Malmgren, Carter, & Patrick, 1994) . Responses to questions range from 0 to 7 days per week; when summed, the resulting scale ranges from 0 to 70 (α = .80). Variable descriptions, weighted means, and standard deviations for all variables are presented in Table 1 .
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Analytic Approach
Our analysis proceeds in two stages. First, we estimate multinomial logistic regression models to examine union types of the adult children at Wave 3 Note: CES-D 10 = 10-item Center for Epidemiological Studies Short Depression Scale.
Source: National Survey of Families and Households. (Maddala, 1983) . Possible outcomes include marriage, cohabiting union, steady dating relationship, or no romantic involvement. 11 Exponentiated coefficients show the odds of being in a specific kind of union relative to the reference category (i.e., married). The second part of the analysis, based on ordinary least squares regression, focuses on the relationship quality among adult children currently involved in romantic unions. We present results and discuss explained variance on the relationship types about which questions are asked.
About one quarter of these children had experienced their parents' divorce by the second interview. 12 Of the parents whose marriages ended, the largest share had not (yet) entered another coresidential relationship at the second interview. About 45% were single and not currently cohabiting. Nearly 40% of the parents had remarried, and the majority of these remarriages were preceded by cohabitation. Furthermore, about 15% of adult children's parents who had experienced a divorce were cohabiting at the time of the second interview. Clearly, the children in the NSFH experienced a diverse set of family trajectories as they transitioned into adulthood.
Results
The adult children in our sample were distributed across a wide array of relationship statuses at Wave 3. Women were somewhat more likely to be married than men (37% vs. 30%) and were also more likely to be in cohabiting relationships (17% vs. 13%). More than one fifth of the remaining young adults reported being in a steady dating relationship. Men are more likely than women (36% vs. 25%) to not be romantically involved (data not shown). Table 2 displays exponentiated logistic regression coefficients, that is, the odds ratios of being in a cohabiting relationship, having a steady romantic partner, or not being romantically involved, relative to being married. Results are presented in two sequential models. We first control for parental attributes and family characteristics, then we incorporate intervening measures of adolescent adjustment and individual characteristics that mediate the relationship between family background characteristics and Wave 3 marital outcomes. We present outcomes in two panels; Panel A presents the coefficients for experiencing a parental divorce, net of other controls, while Panel B distinguishes among the type of union experiences witnessed by children whose parents divorced. Experiencing a parental divorce is associated with significantly higher rates of cohabitation relative to marriage (odds = 1.7) among young adults, even after controlling for familial background, adolescent adjustment and behaviors, and personal attributes (Panel A). Parental divorce also increases the odds of being married relative to being either in a steady dating relationship or not romantically involved, although there is no longer any significant difference after adding controls for children's own attributes. These findings on the intergenerational consequences of parental divorce largely replicate results from previous studies (cf . Teachman, 2003; Wolfinger, 2000) . We also recognize that unmeasured factors (e.g., IQ or temperament) that are selective of parental divorce may also be associated with their children's patterns of union formation.
Intergenerational Reproduction of Family Patterns
Our main substantive contribution, however, is to evaluate the intergenerational linkages between the postdivorce relationships of parents and adult children's own intimate relationships. Indeed, the results in Panel B of Table 2 highlight the need to better understand parents' romantic behaviors after they divorce and the long-term implications for their growing children. Although most young adults who experienced a parental divorce demonstrate elevated odds of cohabiting relative to being married, for example, those whose parents remarried without first living with their partner are no more (or less) likely to be cohabiting than young adults whose parents remained in intact marriages (Model 1). However, they are significantly less likely to be in steady dating relationships or romantically involved than to be married, relative to those who grew up with stably married parents. Some additional analyses that test for significant differences between various parental marital status transitions also reveal that young adults whose parents remarried directly (i.e., without first cohabiting) differ significantly from those whose parents first lived with their new spouse. Indeed, young adults whose parents cohabited following their divorce, whether prior to or in lieu of marriage, are more than twice as likely to be cohabiting as are children whose parents remarried without first living with their new spouse. They are also substantially more likely to form cohabiting unions (relative to marital ones) than adult children who grew up with stably married parents (odds = 1.94 for those who cohabit prior to remarriage, 2.08 for those who cohabit without remarrying). Clearly, cohabitation has an intergenerational dimension.
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Our results also indicate that an economically advantaged childhood is associated with slower entry into marriage and cohabitation. Young adults with highly educated mothers, for example, are more than 1.5 times as likely to be in a dating relationship or not romantically involved as they are 772 Journal of Family Issues to be married. We also find evidence of intergenerational patterns of union formation. When parents divorce, adult children have elevated rates of cohabitation relative to marrying. Moreover, they are 1.5 times more likely to cohabit than to marry when their mothers also experienced parents' divorce as a child and are significantly less likely to be in a romantic relationship than to be married.
Including measures of adolescent development and the adult child's current attributes in the models attenuates the longer term consequences of parental union transitions (Model 2, Table 2 ). The substantive implication is clear: Adolescent well-being links, at least in part, the intergenerational reproduction of family structure. The impact of experiencing a parental cohabitation, whether prior to a remarriage or not, remains significant, albeit only weakly for adult children whose parents cohabited but did not remarry. Experiences with parental cohabitation, as well as having a parent who does not form a new coresidential union, elevate children's own likelihood of cohabiting relative to being married. The inclusion of statistical controls has the effect of reducing but not eliminating the impact of parental remarriage on the likelihood of entering into noncoresidential unions. The unions formed by divorced parents apparently are linked to their children's romantic attachments long after the divorce and its aftermath.
The long-term effects of family background are also attenuated after including the full range of controls. The intergenerational impact of maternal divorce on young adults' likelihood of cohabiting remains sizable and statistically significant, as does the impact of growing up in rural areas. We find little relationship between the child's adolescent adjustment measures or current pursuits and union outcomes. Adolescents who were more positive regarding how their life was going are significantly more likely as young adults to be married relative to having no relationship, whereas those who experienced a sexual debut at a later age are slightly more likely to be dating or not in a romantic relationship relative to being married. Women also are more likely than men to be married than dating and about half as likely as men to be uninvolved romantically, relative to being married.
The individual factors operate largely as hypothesized. Young adults are significantly more likely as they age to be married than to be cohabiting, dating, or romantically uninvolved. Blacks are about four times more likely to be dating or not in romantic relationships, relative to being married, than are non-Hispanic White respondents (cf. Raley, 1996) . The impact of educational attainment on young adults' union formation pattern is weak; high school dropouts are more likely than high school graduates to be married than not in a relationship; they are also 1.7 times more likely to be cohabiting than married, though these effects are only weakly significant. We find no statistical relationship between having attended some college or attained a college degree and getting married, which may indicate the weakening impact of economic markers on marriage (Sassler & goldscheider, 2004) . But young adults who are currently attending school are more than twice as likely to be in a steady dating relationship or romantically unattached than to be married, relative to those who are not enrolled; they are also almost twice as likely to be cohabiting.
Family Background and Relationship Quality
We now turn to the question of how young adults' current relationship quality is shaped by parental union transitions during childhood. Table 3 provides means and standard deviations on three dimensions of children's relationships: perceptions of the chance the relationship will break up, satisfaction, and levels of disagreement. Not surprisingly, married respondents are least likely to believe their relationships will end. Cohabiters occupy an intermediate position, with steady daters most likely to believe their relationships will dissolve. Married men and women also report the highest levels of relationship satisfaction, although differences from cohabiters are statistically insignificant. The scaling was different for those in steady relationships, who were asked only four questions. When it comes to conflict-the amount of disagreement about the household division of labor, finances, time spent together, sex, or relationships with the partner's parents-cohabiters report about the same levels as do married respondents.
We regress the measures of relationship quality on the independent variables defined earlier (see Table 1 ). Results are presented in two panels in Table 4 . Panel A presents the coefficient for having experienced a parental divorce, net of other controls. Panel B distinguishes between the type of union experiences of parents who divorced and incorporates the other control variables. In addition to the variables included in Table 2 , we also incorporate measures of whether the adult child has children or reports depressive symptoms. Data in Panel A indicate that married children and steady daters whose parents divorced are more likely than others to believe that their relationships also will break up. This relationship was not found among cohabiting couples. Parental divorce is also unrelated to satisfaction among young adults who are married or cohabiting. It is, however, significantly associated with less satisfying dating relationships. Last, married and cohabiting young adults who experienced the disruption of their parents' marriage have no higher levels of disagreement than those whose parents remained in intact marriages.
The results presented in Panel B of Table 4 indicate that the types of unions parents form after divorcing are associated with the relationship quality of their children. For example, married and dating young adults whose parent entered a cohabiting union following divorce are significantly more likely to think their own relationships will end. In contrast, married respondents whose parents remarried without first living together, as well as those whose parents remained single following marital disruption, are no more likely to think their current relationship will end than those whose parents remained in intact marriages. Parental union transitions never attain statistical significance for cohabiting young adults; however, results (not shown) indicate that cohabiting young adults are significantly more likely to believe that their relationship will end than their married counterparts (b = .30, p < .001), even after accounting for variation in family class background, individual Subsequent analyses suggest how experiences with parental union transitions may shape the dimensions of intimate relationships in ways that undermine their stability. Parental union transitions appear to exert quite opposite effects on the relationship satisfaction of married and cohabiting respondents. Cohabiting young adults who experienced a parental cohabitation without remarriage report relationship satisfaction that is 4 points greater than cohabiters whose parents remained in an intact marriage; this may be the result of greater parental support for children's union choices. On the other hand, married young adults whose parents remarried, whether preceded by a spell of cohabitation or not, report considerably lower levels of relationship satisfaction than those whose parents remained in an intact marriage (b = 1.6 points), though both are significant only at the .10 level.
In previous research, parental remarriage apparently expedites young adults' leaving the home and entering marriage (goldscheider & Waite, 1986; Wolfinger, 2003) . The rapid entrance into romantic relationships results in lower quality unions, suggesting that these couples may be poorly matched. Alternatively, married young adults' lower levels of satisfaction may be the result of poor socialization in how to find a good match. In some additional analysis (not shown), we found that cohabiters express significantly lower levels of satisfaction with their current relationship than do their married counterparts, even after accounting for family background characteristics and their own demographic attributes.
Satisfaction for steady daters was measured in terms of mutual understanding, love and affection, time spent with the partner, and quality of the sexual relationship. Experiencing a parental cohabitation (both preceding marriage and with no remarriage) lowers daters' levels of relationship satisfaction (on the order of 2 points lower) relative to their counterparts from intact families. One interpretation is that they may have a heightened awareness-based on their childhood experiences-that relationships often end unhappily. They also may be less well equipped to form satisfying relationships. 14 Questions about disagreement or conflict were asked only of married and cohabiting adult children. Whereas the experience of parental divorce does not significantly shape disagreement levels for either married or cohabiting young adults, a closer examination of parental union transitions reveals that one particular union type-entrance into a cohabiting union not followed by a remarriage-is negatively associated with disagreement. However, this statistical association is only weakly significant and evident only among cohabiters. These young adults, who lived through their parents' divorce and subsequent cohabiting unions, may view relationships as highly fragile and disagreement or conflict in the relationship as a major threat to stability.
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Discussion and Conclusion
A primary objective of this article has been to examine intergenerational patterns of union formation and relationship quality. Specifically, how are the relationships and marital patterns of young adults today shaped by their childhood experiences of parental divorce, cohabitation, and remarriage? The recently released data on adult children in the third wave of the NSFH, when combined with earlier waves of the NSFH, provide an opportunity to evaluate the intergenerational transmission of family patterns. Unlike previous studies, we incorporated an extensive array of familial background characteristics, intervening psychosocial adjustment measures of the children in adolescence, and current achieved and ascribed characteristics of the child in early adulthood. Our working hypothesis was that instability in marriage and intimate relationships is passed from generation to generation.
In fact, our results suggest that experiencing a parental divorce during childhood elevates the risk of entering a cohabiting union (relative to marriage). But not all parental union transitions exert the same influence on children's own adult relationship trajectories. Significantly, if parents remarried following a divorce without first cohabiting, their children as young adults exhibited union patterns that were little different from adults who grew up with both parents. They are no more likely to cohabit or be married. By their behaviors, these young adults replicate their parents' optimism regarding marriage. On the other hand, children whose parents entered cohabiting unions are more likely to cohabit themselves, as are youth whose parents remained single following their divorce. This cohabitation effect persists even when parents subsequently married. Furthermore, experiencing parental cohabitation also elevates perceptions that one's own relationship will break up and reduces relationship satisfaction, at least among married young adults or those in steady dating relationships. These findings are consistent with the conventional view that unstable family backgrounds make today's young adults more cautious about marriage, elevate their Sassler et al. / Patterns of Union Formation 779 uncertainty about their ability to weather relationship hardships, and reduce satisfaction with their own unions.
Our working hypothesis was that parental postdivorce relationships may have long-term implications for their children that persist into adulthood. Children who were exposed to the emotional roller-coaster associated with their parents' dating, cohabiting, and remarriage undoubtedly faced unfamiliar and sometimes troubling situations that their counterparts in intact marriages did not experience. One view is that these children learn to be optimistic about relationships, notwithstanding the fact that they do not always work out. A less sanguine view is that the uncertainty and role ambiguity associated with reconfigured homes may push young adults out of the nest, while undermining their ability to form healthy and satisfying relationships that end in a stable marriage. We find support for both perspectives, as young adults whose parents divorce are more likely to form relationships, but they also express greater concerns about relationship stability and are less satisfied than those from intact families. Some researchers have suggested that the number of transitions is what is important, perhaps even more so than the type. Our analyses suggest the need to rethink this claim. Children whose parents remained single following divorce (one transition) are no less likely to be cohabiting rather than married than are young adults who experienced parents' divorce and subsequent cohabitation (two transitions), or cohabitation to remarriage (three). Future studies should focus on the kinds of relationships parents form rather than solely on the number of union transitions. Nonetheless, our results indicated that youth whose parents experienced multiple transitions were less satisfied with their own relationships than those whose parents remained in stable marriages or remained single following a divorce.
The increasingly diverse family experiences of today's young adults pose new theoretical and methodological challenges to studying their longterm consequences. We recognize that our study of intergenerational patterns is not without some limitations. For example, the diversity of childhood experiences means that there are too few cases of some types to draw strong conclusions (and statistical significance). Delays in marriage also mean that a substantial proportion of our adult children have not yet married, although most will marry at some point. For them, the verdict is still out regarding the long-term consequences of family instability and the intergenerational transmission of family patterns. We also considered only a few measures of adjustment to parental divorce during childhood or adolescence; identical questions were often not asked of children at different ages. Also missing is information on whether the young adult's partners experienced parental divorce and union transitions. Finally, our analyses suggest the need to distinguish between adult children who cohabited prior to marriage and those who did not. Previous studies suggest large differences between couples that cohabited only with their marital partners and those who cohabit serially (Lichter & Qian, 2008; Teachman, 2002) . The concern is that simple binary measurement of cohabitation-whether respondents are cohabiting or not-can mask heterogeneity among cohabiters themselves, grouping those who reside only with a subsequent marital partner with those who bounce from one relationship to the next.
Our study also cannot make strong causal attributions on the basis of the empirical analyses presented here. The findings reinforce the conventional view that current patterns of marital dissatisfaction and unhappiness can take on a momentum of their own if they are passed along to children. But we have not controlled for all sources of unobserved variation or heterogeneity among young adults (i.e., the children of the original NSFH respondents). Nor is it likely that we have identified all of the potential pathways that connect the early family experiences with later young adult marital outcomes. This study thus provides a point of departure for new studies that shifts the focus from intergenerational patterns of divorce to other increasingly prevalent familial processes, including parental cohabitation and remarriage. Our study has also centered on the adult children born to a specific cohort of parents. The intergenerational lessons drawn from the adult children of the NSFH's original sample of parents may or may not apply to current or future generations. As cohabitation and remarriage become institutionalized in American society, more commonplace, and less highly selective of at-risk populations, intergenerational correlations between parental and filial generations may weaken. Indeed, our empirical results suggest that this may already be happening.
To sum up, whereas much research has focused on the potentially deleterious short-and long-term effects of divorce on children, we have placed emphasis on the subsequent union transitions of divorced parents and their implications for their adult children. Previous studies have documented that parental remarriage is often beneficial to children. Our results provide additional confirmation to this finding, at least with respect to children's own intimate relationships and the confidence they have in the stability of their own unions. Nonetheless, not all remarriages are equivalent. Parental cohabitation prior to remarriage, which is an increasingly normative steppingstone to marriage, conveys a message to children that is quite different from direct transitions from divorce to remarriage. Children whose parents cohabited prior to remarrying are more likely themselves to cohabit (relative to being married), and if they are married, they also express less confidence in the strength of their own unions and lower levels of satisfaction. To be sure, the specter of divorce looms large over all young adults. But relationship uncertainty is more likely to be expressed by those who have experienced parental divorce and the formation of a new relationship that is less committed, such as cohabitation. This raises new questions about the conventional wisdom regarding the inevitability of the intergenerational transmission of family structure. The data presented here suggest a far more complex picture.
Notes
1. At the initial (Wave 1) interview, one "focal" child was randomly selected from among eligible children in each household in which the main respondent had any biological, adopted, step-, or foster children who were under the age of 18.
2. An additional 174 children were omitted. A total of 130 were stepchildren of the respondent or children of the respondent's live-in partner. Information on the characteristics of the biological parent was therefore missing. Also excluded were small numbers of children whose mother was never married at the time of the child's birth.
3. We also are unable to examine the number of union transitions. National Survey of Families and Households (NSFH) parents experienced a multitude of union transitions. To limit the number of less populated categories and to ensure relatively stable parameter estimates in our models, we restrict the analysis to coresidential relationships (distinguishing between unions that subsequently were legalized via marriage or remained cohabitations). Although a substantial share of these subsequent unions dissolved, small sample sizes prevent us from additional analyses of the impact of multiple relationship transitions. Twelve of the 136 divorced parents who remarried a partner without first living with him or her had divorced by the second interview, as did 21 of the 162 divorced parents who cohabited and then remarried.
4. We also included a measure of maternal age at first marriage. The main effect of including this variable was to increase the likelihood that young adults were not in a romantic relationship, while decreasing the impact of mother's having a college education so that it was only weakly significant. Later maternal age at marriage also increases the likelihood of cohabiting over being married, at the .10 level. No other variables change substantively. We therefore elect not to include maternal age at first marriage in the analyses, as we do not estimate marriage number, and it is associated with maternal education.
5. We used responses to this question from Wave 3. Although the question was asked at Wave 2, the considerable number of children who did not respond makes reliance on the third wave of data collection preferable. Although siblings may have been born when the young adult was older, or out of the house, such births could also condition relationships with parents (and may be more likely among parents experiencing union disruption).
6. An additional measure of self-efficacy was also constructed but had a low Cronbach's α (.41).
7. Questions were asked separately of younger and older children. The questions we rely on to construct these measures are identical for both groups-unlike many of the other questions that could be used to ascertain emotional well-being. 8. Preliminary analyses (not shown) indicate that children missing responses to these questions were substantially less likely to be from families with married parents at Wave 1, and more likely to have experienced divorce and have cohabiting parents, than children whose responses were recorded. A total of 398 respondents were missing data on self-esteem (179 women and 219 men), while 356 did not respond to the question on global well-being (199 women and 156 men). Setting respondents to the mean according to parental union transitions did not substantially alter the coefficients from the model that set missing responses to the neutral category of 2.5 and included a dummy variable in the model to indicate item nonresponse.
9. About 11% of the sample (n = 188) report never having had sex, while 115 refused to answer the question. To keep the virgins in the sample, we set their mean age at sex equal to their current age plus 1. Because a substantial share of those refusing to answer the question on age at first sex were either cohabiting or married, we set them equal to the mean for their union status.
10. Means by young adults' relationship status are available by request. 11. These outcomes are treated as separate risks. Unless noted, the married group serves as the reference category.
12. Although this figure seems low, many of the children are still quite young and may yet experience the dissolution of their parents' marriage. At the time of the second interview, children in this sample were as young as 8.
13. Further comparisons (not shown) also reveal no significant differences in the likelihood of being in cohabiting or dating relationships when parents remained single or cohabited.
14. When the satisfaction scale for married and cohabiting young adults is limited to the four dimensions available for the steady daters, parental union transitions no longer exert a significant effect on either married persons' or cohabiters' relationship satisfaction. Additional analyses pooling married, cohabiting, and dating young adults' responses to these four dimensions of satisfaction reveal no significant differences across groups.
15. Additional analyses (not shown) also revealed no significant differences in the levels of disagreement reported by married and cohabiting respondents. Cohabiters typically have many fewer common domains about which to argue (e.g., child rearing, spending and saving, and in-laws), yet they disagree as much as married couples. In this case, the similarity between cohabiting and married couples is telling.
